
Homily for Second Sunday of Advent, 2022 

On a December afternoon several years ago I was standing on Fifth Avenue in New York City. I was in the city to see the 

annual Christmas show at Radio City Music hall. That particular afternoon the avenue was crowded. Unexpectedly, a 

half-naked man emerged from the crowd carrying a sign which said, “Repent of Else” He was shouting.  

He certainly captured my attention. But, oddly, he was ignored by virtually everyone close by. They went about their 

business sightseeing, shopping and chatting. Clearly, they were not distracted. It was almost as if the odd character did 

not even exist! 

The man may have been a kook, but his message of repentance is surely biblically base. No fewer than three times in our 

gospel reading today do we hear the word repentance. 

John the Baptist is the last of the Old Testament prophets.  

The prophet is one “who speaks for”. He is one who speaks for God—in God’s name and in God’s authority. The Catholic 

writer and philosopher, Peter Kreeft, likens the prophet to an alarm clock to wake us from our dreamy, comfortable 

sleep and the dream that all is going well”. 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” (Mt. 3:1) 

“To repent” means to “be converted”, “reform your life”, “change your perspective” and “change course”. God must be 

placed in the very center of our life. 

A recent poll conducted in Great Britain revealed that for the first time since the seventh century Christians are in the 

minority. The one group whose numbers have risen dramatically in the last several years are the so-called “nones”, that 

is, those without any religious affiliation at all. 

Many other countries in the western world have seen a similar loss of faith. 

This is troubling. Too many people want to eliminate God and the Church from their life.  

In this season of Advent, one of the important lessons we learn is that we must never forget God. 

Perhaps some of you are familiar with the twelve step program of Alcoholic Anonymous. It has been a godsend for those 

with addictions. 

In view of today’s gospel message, three of the twelve steps are significant and worth pondering: 

1) Make a searching and fearless inventory of ourselves; 

2) Admit to God, to ourselves and to another human being the exact nature of our wrongs; and 

3) Humbly ask God to remove our shortcomings. 

Our world is wounded. We need Jesus to heal it. A good first step is to acknowledge our sins, repent, and be converted 

to the Lord. In addition, let us produce good fruit as evidence of our repentance. 

We may be living in a desert at the present time but bear in mind the desert in Sacred Scripture is the place of encounter 

with the Lord. 

This time of Advent is an opportunity for preparing to greet Him when He come again. 

 


